
MPH English Department Upper School Summer Reading List 2020 

 

This year the English Department is taking a different approach to summer reading than we have 

in the past. Rather than assigning reading and writing for each class, we’re giving you choices. In 

the list below, we’ve recommended a number of mostly contemporary books that we think you’ll 

enjoy, but feel free to choose whatever books you’d like to read, even if they do not appear on 

our list. Search your family’s book shelves, your public library’s online offerings (until the 

physical libraries reopen), online (www.bookshop.org and www.betterworldsbooks.com benefit 

independent bookshops), or at a bookstore. Plan to read at least one or two books, or 

challenge yourself to read five or more! 

 

Some Variations:  

AP students will have specific reading and writing assignments but are encouraged to partake of 

books on this list, as well.  

9th graders, in addition to reading books from the list, will read a small collection of articles 

and essays assigned by the 9th grade team of teachers, who will refer to these readings 

throughout the school year. 

 

In September, we’ll share our thoughts and reactions about the books we’ve read in class. It 

might aid your memory to keep a reading log as you go: record your thoughts, impressions, 

favorite passages, and whatever else you like. Reading logs are not required and will not be 

collected or graded. 

 

Have a relaxing summer, and enjoy your reading! 

 

Fiction 

• Middlesex  - Jeffrey Eugenides  

• The Hours - Michael Cunningham 

• House of Sand and Fog - Andre Dubus III 

• Nickel Boys or Underground Railroad - Colson Whitehead 

• All American Boys - Jason Reynolds 

• Watchmen - Alan Moore 

• There There - Tommy Orange 

• The Family Fang - Kevin Wilson 

• White Teeth - Zadie Smith 

• Purple Hibiscus - Chimamanda Ngozie Adichie 

• The Kite Runner - Khaled Hosseini 

• The Good Girl's Guide to Getting Lost - Rachel Friedman 

• Ishmael - Daniel Quinn 

• Life of Pi - Yann Martel 

• The Known World - Edward P. Jones 

• The Fifth Season - N K Jemisin 

• Year of Wonders - Geraldine Brooks 

• Oryx and Crake - Margaret Atwood  

• The Dead Zone - Stephen King 

http://www.bookshop.org/
https://www.betterworldbooks.com/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780312427733
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1841150355/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://bookshop.org/books/house-of-sand-and-fog/9780393356342
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/223161/the-nickel-boys-by-colson-whitehead/
https://www.pulitzer.org/winners/colson-whitehead
https://www.amazon.com/dp/1481463349/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07ST6DPBQ/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/563403/there-there-by-tommy-orange/
https://www.harpercollins.com/9780062653086/the-family-fang/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/169680/white-teeth-by-zadie-smith/
https://www.workman.com/products/purple-hibiscus
http://penguinrandomhouse.com/books/288619/the-kite-runner-by-khaled-hosseini/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/56624/the-good-girls-guide-to-getting-lost-by-rachel-friedman/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/series/A3I/ishmael-series
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780156027328
https://www.harpercollins.com/9780060557553/the-known-world/
http://nkjemisin.com/books/the-fifth-season/
http://geraldinebrooks.com/year-of-wonders/
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2003/05/19/bioperversity
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/The-Dead-Zone/Stephen-King/9781501144509


• Orphan # 8 - Kim Van Alkmade 

• Arcadia - Lauren Groff 

• Eleanor and Park - Rainbow Rowell  

• The Moor’s Account - Laila Lalima 

• The Good Lord Bird or Deacon King Kong - James McBride 

• Black Friday - Nana Kwame Adjei-Brenyah 

• Cold Storage - David Koepp 

• The Saturday Night Ghost Club - Craig Davidson 

• Uprooted or Spinning Silver - Naomi Novik 

• The Changeling - Victor Lavalle  

• The Witch Elm - Tana French  

• Number One Chinese Restaurant - Lillian Li 

• Youngblood - Matt Gallagher 

• The Song of Achilles - Madeline Miller 

• Ninth House - Leigh Bardugo 

• The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay - Michael Chabon 

  

Non-Fiction 

• Hillbilly Elegy - JD Vance 

• White Fragility: Why it is so Hard for White People to Talk about Racism - Robin 

DiAngelo 

• How to Be an Antiracist - Ibram X. Kendi 

• Just Mercy - Bryan Stephenson 

• I Am Malala - Malala Yousefzai 

• Born a Crime - Trevor Noah 

• The Tao of Wu - the RZA 

• Mo’ Meta Blues: The World According to Questlove - Ahmir “Questlove” Thompson and 

Ben Greenman 

• In Cold Blood - Truman Capote 

• Between the World and Me - Ta-Nehisi Coates 

• The Autobiography of Malcolm X - Malcolm X (with Alex Haley) 

• Into the Wild - Jon Krakauer 

• The Things They Carried  - Tim O'Brien 

• When Breath Becomes Air- Paul Kalanth 

• Better: a Surgeon’s Notes on Performance - Atul Gawande 

• I Miss You When I Blink - Mary Laura Philpott 

• Braiding Sweetgrass - Robin Wall Kimmerer 

• The Color of Water - James McBride 

  

  

Want to do some writing this summer? 

You might try keeping a notebook (instead of a journal or diary). That means you’re free to just 

write without feeling you must record significant moments in your life. Write fresh descriptions, 

https://www.harpercollins.com/9780062338303/orphan-8/
https://laurengroff.com/book/book-arcadia/
https://www.rainbowrowell.com/eleanor-park
https://lailalalami.com/the-moors-account/about/
https://www.jamesmcbride.com/good-lord-bird/
https://www.jamesmcbride.com/deacon-king-kong/
https://bookshop.org/books/friday-black/9781328911247
https://www.harpercollins.com/9780062916433/cold-storage/
https://www.betterworldbooks.com/product/detail/the-saturday-night-ghost-club-a-novel-0143133934
http://www.naominovik.com/uprooted/
https://www.amazon.com/Spinning-Silver-Novel-Naomi-Novik-ebook/dp/B077WXP3KG
https://bookshop.org/books/the-changeling-9780812985870/9780812985870
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/556486/the-witch-elm-by-tana-french/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250141293
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/Youngblood/Matt-Gallagher/9781501105753
https://www.harpercollins.com/9780062060624/the-song-of-achilles/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250313089
https://bookshop.org/books/the-amazing-adventures-of-kavalier-clay-9780679450047/9780812983586?aid=63
https://www.harpercollins.com/9780062300553/hillbilly-elegy/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/566247/white-fragility-by-robin-diangelo/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/564299/how-to-be-an-antiracist-by-ibram-x-kendi/
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9780812984965
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0316322423/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/537515/born-a-crime-by-trevor-noah/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/301726/the-tao-of-wu-by-the-rza/
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/mo-meta-blues-ahmir-thompson/1114198306
https://www.amazon.com/Cold-Blood-Truman-Capote/dp/0679745580
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/220290/between-the-world-and-me-by-ta-nehisi-coates/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/106490/the-autobiography-of-malcolm-x-by-malcolm-x-alex-haley/
https://bookshop.org/books/into-the-wild/9780385486804
https://www.arts.gov/national-initiatives/nea-big-read/the-things-they-carried
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/258507/when-breath-becomes-air-by-paul-kalanithi/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780805082111
https://www.simonandschuster.com/books/I-Miss-You-When-I-Blink/Mary-Laura-Philpott/9781982102814
https://birchbarkbooks.com/all-online-titles/braiding-sweetgrass
https://www.jamesmcbride.com/the-color-of-water/


bits of overheard conversation you found interesting, a great phrase, a scene, realizations, 

whatever you like. 

If you’re looking for a more definite prompt for your writing, check out these resources: 

Screencraft’s “What if…” Writing Prompts 

NY Times Learning Network’s Writing Prompts 

  

 

 

https://screencraft.org/2019/01/02/101-what-if-story-writing-prompts/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/12/learning/over-1000-writing-prompts-for-students.html

